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December 24, 2018

Christmas Eve

GATHERING
Prelude

O Come All Ye Faithful

Solo

Gesu Bambino

G. Dethier
Susan Parker

*Opening Prayer
Send, O God, into the darkness of this troubled world, the light of
your Son. Let the star of your hope touch the minds of all people
with the bright beams of mercy and truth; and so direct our steps
that we may ever walk in the way revealed to us, as the
shepherds of Bethlehem walked with joy to the manger where he
dwelled, who now and ever reigns in our hearts, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Hymn of Praise

Angels We Have Heard on High

#246

*Responsive Reading

Psalm 96

#815

*Gloria Patri
#70
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.

Confession
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering/Offertory

Gentile Mary Laid Her Child

*Doxology

Swedish Carol
#95

The Great Thanksgiving
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, and
the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
Sharing of the Bread and Cup

PROCLAMATION
Anthem

All is Well

* Hymn

Children’s Message
Reading of the Word
Proclamation of the Word

Luke 2:1-20
Unlikely Models

#239

Joy to the World

G.F. Handel

Children’s bulletins and crayons are available in the front pew. You are welcome
to take a bulletin to work on during worship. Return crayons after worship. Enjoy!

Prayer
Angels from the Realms of Glory

Silent Night, Holy Night

* Benediction
* Postlude

RESPONSE

Hymn of Response

GOING FORTH

Grace Choir

#220

Helping Us
Head Usher
Organist

Thomas Yarris
Kathy Russell

Communion ~ January

Jamie Tinnemeyer

Christmas Eve

December 30, 2018

Counters
Reader
Acolytes
Sunday School

Lois Gigler
Susan Parker
Howard Russell
Ariel Rhine
No Sunday School

Counters
Reader
Acolytes
Sunday School

Jamie Tinnemeyer
Diane Schrecengost
Rich Caugherty
Sadie Brown
No Sunday School

In our hearts this week:

Maxine Kish 1330 Twelfth Avenue Natrona Heights PA 15065
Gay Dequinze 200 Sylvan Drive, Apt. 415 Lower Burrell, PA 15068

THE WORD

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR ADVENT
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Luke 2:1-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us
the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us
through your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword gainst nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore. And so, with your people on earth and all the company
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to
be a light to the nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have
mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation. You put down the mighty from
their thrones and exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich
you send empty away. Your own Son came among us as a servant, to be Emmanuel, your
presence with us. He humbled himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on
a cross. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your
Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by
water and the Spirit. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." When the supper was over he took
the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." And so, in remembrance of
these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a
holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of
faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make
them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one
in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor
and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that
all the world should be registered.

2

This was the first

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria.
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All went to their own towns to be registered.

4

Joseph

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the
city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David.
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He went to be registered

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child.
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While they were there, the time came for her to deliver

her child.
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And she gave birth to her firstborn son and

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,

keeping watch over their flock by night.
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Then an angel of the

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified.
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But the angel said to

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people:
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to you is born this day in the

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
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This will

be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.”
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And suddenly there was with

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the

shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.”
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So they went with haste and found Mary

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
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When they

saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child;
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and all who heard it were amazed at what the

shepherds told them.
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But Mary treasured all these words and

pondered them in her heart.
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The shepherds returned,

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them.

Leader: This is the Word of God

Thanks be to God

